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Background GLBTOA and Study Abroad Workshop Context: U of MN 'T'win Cities
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Five graduate students at the University of Minnesota Structure of the Workshop * The University of Minnesota Twin Cities sent over 1,700
developed a study abroad pre-departure session as an The Workshop is designed to be a single 3 hour session, delivered in-person, and intended to students abroad 1n 2008-09 and the number 1s increasing
mteractive workshop specifically for the whole GLB'T be as interactive as possible to help build trust and community within the participant group.
community and its allies. The workshop was piloted 1n Facilitated by Annika Bowers, Elizabeth Hedin, Heather Keelon, and Maren Stoddard. * Online study abroad resources and Learning Abroad
November 2011. kehon Activies GLBTA Network (peer-to-peer support program) oftered by
. . Workshop Activities Learning Abroad Center and GLBTA Programs Office
) ) 1. The Tag Game
K@Y POlHtS from the therature This is ai icebreaker activity during which students . *Partnering offices in the pilot process:
E - wear paper tags of a various shapes and colors and then ‘ * GLBTA Programs Office
Study Abroad Facts are asked to form groups without using any verbal b * Learning Abroad Center
* In 2009-10, over 270,000 U.S. college students participated communication. The activity stimulates discussion on * Support from 1nstructor Dr. Barbara Kappler
in study abroad in-group/out-group dynamics and how appearance or ‘ g N
* 22.3% majored 1n social sciences visibility of a characteristic may attect inclusion.
* 20.8% majored 1n business and management SUCCESSES
* 12.9% majored in STEM fields ) 2. Word Rose - J
» 8.3% majored in fine or applied arts L Y Word Rose 1s a personal reflection activity to allow » Participants: 6
AN T A students to think about which parts of their identity are *These participants had not decided when they would
Factors that increase likelihood of study abroad oowome— Sarah - n important to them. The discussion of the activity study abroad, but were interested in GLBT issues in a
participation: / N\ re.volves around Whi.Ch parts of 1identity mighF be easy or study abroad environment
* Openness to diverse people and 1deas T s difficult to translate into another cultural environment.
* Student participation in co-curricular activities It can also help highlight how some aspects of identity * Filled a gap in in-person pre-departure programming for
* Positive perception of study abroad experience are visible or mvisible. the GLB1T community at the U of MN T'win Cities
ritical Incident # 2
GLBT Campus Climate Studies 3. Cr.itica.l .Incide.nts g bt Mt b/ * The optional nature of the workshop, open to all students,
e 77% have received verbal insults This Gritical Incidents are used as a tool to New 3Erﬁe§2:3i‘i§'§;rfga§§rﬁ§: QZ;‘LTZEE‘Z&VYZ}T SE;ET;;‘EJ%Zifilﬁgﬁebftiﬁlime " creates higher likelihood of participant interest in the issues
» 27% have been threatened with physical violence present participants with an array of realistic Ryngflypi thghtr: gtm,bg:tk t o returm 1o his and greater participant engagement
* 19% fear for personal safety situations that may be encountered in a study | e imnt o s O i e Sl
e fear of discrimination abroad 1s a detracting factor 1in abr.oad GXP.erienCe- The five different Critical f:iiiiﬁfn‘iﬂ.?ﬁ:é?l ::rfq::l::elnci;eTn:lZnitl:l:wu:el:yzlr:nvzt:s;:gf:oﬂ?c;t:::i|a EﬁsTff ) e Creates a long-term program template and Qpportunity for
potential study abroad participation Incidents give students the chance to explore beom What:do;he IS af::d o i v;b:f ”ednd a:d fo: hlmsel: o similar programs for under-represented and less visible
* higher levels of engagement in art and music activities than GLBT issues and challenges that may be present sty oo e fenterserofprerenee fom T rouns of students in studv abroad
in another country and discuss ideas and B e e ey enfcion,and tresten h
strategies to handle new cultural situations. e ot the ature ot et lationship
___ Offer the police money to stop harassing Naoufel

Zoom

The activity Zoom uses 1illustrations from the book <OOAM, by Istvan Banyai (1995). Each
participant 1s given one or two 1mages and, after looking at the details of the pictures, asked
to put all the pictures in order. Discussion of this activity aims to reinforce that, just as each
of the pictures represents a part of the whole story, any part of their identity, including
sexual orientation, can play as large or as small a part of their experience abroad as the
student wishes.

Region-Specific Information 6. Wrap-Up

This section of the Workshop 1s to give participants Wrap-up 1s used to revisit the
time to work together with other students who will Word Rose, reflect on the
study 1n the same country or region to share and find activities and think about
information and resources that may help them as a what goals each person has
GLB'l person abroad. It’s also an opportunity for for study abroad and how
students to network with other study abroad 1dentity may factor into those

participants in the GLBT community. goals and expectations. m
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